
A.P. U.S. Government & Politics 
Summer Assignment 

Welcome! Here’s the scoop on how we’ll get started for class. 
Please email me with any questions or concerns: jennifer.adkison@ocps.net.  I welcome student emails and respond pretty quickly. 
During the summer, I’ll check email Tues. & Thurs. and reply to all messages waiting for me.  I get really excited and hyper for AP 
Gov. Be careful! This condition is contagious  

 

Why do we need a summer assignment? 
A great question! Like you, I have stuff going on during the summer and don’t necessarily want to add to it. 
However, we do truly need to get going before the first day of school. Nationally, most high schools meet 180 
days per year, and do so for 50-minute class periods. ERHS AP Gov’t meets for half that time, and our classes 
are scheduled for 47 minutes. We also have special senior activities and other events and need to get started 
before day 1 of the school year so that we are able to meet the requirements of the course. Also, we all come 
into this class with different experiences, levels of knowledge, and biases. I need to identify those early on so 
that I can effectively teach in a way accessible to everyone. 
 

What you need to do before you show up August 13th  
Remember, AP = college. I am assuming that you are able to complete the work below on your own, or ask for 
support to do so. If you do not understand something, you have a few options: 
• Look it up...use a credible source 
• Email Me...I probably knows this stuff ;) 
• Ask another adult...sometimes parents DO know what they’re talking about 
• Blow it off ...not recommended 
 

DUE 1st Friday of School (Fri, August 17) 
The late work policy for this course is: “All assignments are due on their specified due date! LATE WORK IS 
NOT ELIGIBLE FOR FULL CREDIT. Late work is eligible for up to 1/2 credit of the earned 
score.” 
 

The Assignment 
Obtain and read the following book cover-to-cover: 

In Our Defense:  The Bill of Rights in Action  Ellen Alderman and Caroline Kennedy 
 
This book is available to purchase (of course), but is also available through a place called 
the library.  It is a place where you can get books for FREE, and the only stipulation is that 
you have to return it when you are finished.  
 

PART I 
You are to answer the questions below based on the information found in the book.  You may ONLY USE THE 
INFORMATION GIVEN IN THE BOOK.  You may not use any other source to answer the questions.  
You are to write the question and the answer on PAPER.  No digital submissions will be allowed.  
Your answers will address the issue of the Bill of Rights, their application to contemporary society, and the 
transformations some of these amendments (or parts of an amendment) have undergone.   Pay attention to 
details and look for broad trends at the same time.  
*NOTE:  I have provided a PDF of two of the cases in the book.  You will find them hyperlinked below. 
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AMENDMENT #1: 
Freedom of Speech:  Missouri Knights of the Ku Klux Klan v. Kansas City 

● What is the “clear and present danger” test? 
● How is it being reformulated? 
● Is the “marketplace of ideas” possible in the 21st century America? 

 
Freedom of Press:  United States v. The Progressive 

● Can and should the press be held accountable?  
● To whom?  
● Why? 

 
Freedom of Religion:  Lyng v. Northwest Indian Cemetery 

● Clarify the establishment clause and the free exercise clause on the freedom of religion 
 
Freedom of Assembly:  Hobson v. Wilson 

● When and why does the “right of assembly” become difficult?  
● How do the “right of association” and the “right to petition” relate to the “right to assemble”? 

 
AMENDMENT #2:  
Right to Keep and Bear Arms:  Quilici v. Morton Grove 

● Distinguish between the “individual right” theory and the “collective right” theory on this amendment.  
● Where do you stand and why? 

 
AMENDMENT #3:  
Quartering Troops:  Engblom v. Carey 

● Why is this amendment sometimes called the “forgotten” amendment?  
● Should it be?  Why? 

 
AMENDMENT #4:  
Unreasonable Search and Seizure: McSurely v. McClellan 

● What are the parameters of a “reasonable search, and when can a search be “unreasonable”? 
● What qualifications has the Supreme Court placed on “probable cause” in issuing warrants? 

 
AMENDMENT #5: 
Right to a Grand Jury Indictment:  Rudy Linares 

● What are the pros and cons of the grand jury system? 
 
Double Jeopardy:  Green v. United States 

● Outline the conditions of jeopardy.  
● How does this relate to freedom and power? 

 
Right against Self-Incrimination:  Baltimore City Dept. of Social Services v. Bouknight 

● How did this right originate?  
● Is it necessary?  Clarify reasons for and against. 
● How could this right be so well know and yet so unpopular?  

 
Due Process of Law:  Fuentes v. Shevin 

● Where did this right originate? 
● Why is it considered “flexible”? 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Rpg_QE7URgFFp3Cw3IZJZnFH8fUDrY0l
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● What are the limits of property without due process according to the Constitution?  
AMENDMENT #6 
Right to an Impartial Jury:  Machetti v. Linahan 

● Why was this section of the amendment included?  
● What components are part of the “impartial jury” requirement? 

 
Right to Confront:  Coy v. Iowa 

● What are the key features of the “right to confront”?  
● How essential to a fair trial is the “right to confront”?  
● Why? 

 
Right to Counsel:  United States v. Cronic 

● Why is the case of Gideon v. Wainwright (1963) crucial to “right to counsel”? 
● How did Strickland v. Washington (1982) add to this provision? 

 
AMENDMENT #7:  
Right to a Civil Jury:  “Complexity” 

● What is the difference between a civil and criminal trial?  
● Can juries in civil trials be fair?  
● Can they be arbitrary?  
● Why was this “right” included in the first ten amendments? 
● What are some of the issues that have arisen in recent decades concerning civil juries?  
● Why?  

 
AMENDMENT #8:  
Cruel and Unusual Punishment:  Tison v. Arizona 

● What standards has the Supreme Court used in determining “cruel and unusual punishment”? 
 
AMENDMENT #9:  
Rights Retained by the People:  Privacy 

● How is Griswold v. Connecticut (1965) crucial to a redefinition of this amendment?  
● What are the controversies surrounding this case? 

 
AMENDMENT #10:  
Powers Reserved to the States:  Minimum Wage 

● What have been the conditions involving this amendment in recent decades?  
● How do these impact the theory and practice of federalism (division of power between federal & state 

government)? 
 

PART II 
You are to choose one of the cases in the book you found the most interesting.  Then write an argument essay 
regarding why the Constitution protected the people involved in the case.  You must have the following parts 
in your essay: 

● A thesis stating your argument as to why the Constitution protects the citizens involved in the case 
● First paragraph is your thesis and argument intro 
● Second paragraph defends your position using  2 pieces of evidence from the book 
● Third paragraph gives an opposing argument to yours 
● Final paragraph, restate your thesis 

 
 



 
SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS: 

● Paper must be submitted on by Friday, August 17 (don’t wait until this week because it is too much to 
do in one week) 

● Paper must handwritten (the AP test is paper based) 
● Bonus points:  if you purchase the book, and don’t want to keep it, I will accept a lovely donation for 

some extra points on the assignment 
 
POINTS FOR ASSIGNMENT: 
(Maximum Point Value = 100 Points) 
(45)  Correct answers to the questions 
(45)  Argument essay 
(10) Proper formatting (titles written > questions written > answers written and essay follows the outline 
above) 


